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Contestant Name:_______________________________________________Score:___________ 
FFA Chapter:____________________________________State:__________________________ 

Instructions: This quiz covers items focusing on writing mechanics, editing, and general 
knowledge of the agricultural communications industry.  

– Some questions present statements that may be written correctly or may contain errors.
You may find errors related to grammar, punctuation, capitalization, word usage, spelling
and other Associated Press style issues.

– Some questions cover knowledge of the agricultural communications industry as
presented in “Agricultural Communication in Action: A Hands-On Approach” (Telg &
Irani, 2011).

From the answer options listed for each question, please select the option that displays the proper 
way to correct each statement or that you feel best answers each question. The exam contains 
50 multiple choice questions valued at one point each. 

All answer choices must be recorded on the scan sheet provided to you AND must be 
clearly marked on this exam.  

– Your exm answers will be scored using the scan sheet, but it is very important to also
mark your answers clearly on this exam in case your scan sheet is not marked properly or
cannot be read clearly by the machine. Please double check your answers carefully to
ensure you have correctly marked the answer you would like to submit for each question
on the scan sheet and on this exam. Once the scan sheet has been collected, all answer
choices will be final and can longer be changed.

For each of the following questions below, please select the option that best answers each 
question or properly corrects the statement presented.  

KEY 
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________ 1. A news release does not always include which of these elements? 

a. A headline
b. The words “FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE”
c. A dateline
d. A boilerplate

________ 2. Which of the following sentences would be acceptable in a news release, assuming 
that none of these acronyms had been used previously within the same news 
release? 

a. The vet had to perform a c-section during the delivery.
b. The UK is home to several new and emerging agricultural innovations.
c. The USDA works tirelessly to create safe agricultural policies for all.
d. None of the above

________ 3. Much of the American west is suffering from a megadrought, making it a good 
time to  understand how to deal with a dwindling water supply. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. Much of the American west is suffering from
c. Much of the American west is suffering from
d. Much of the American west is suffering from

________ 4. Which of the following scenarios would be classified as a conflict of interest? 

a. A reporter writing about their home farm
b. A reporter receiving an incentive, such as an expensive gift, to cover a

controversial story 
c. A reporter who writes a story without interjecting their opinion.
d. None of the above.

________ 5. Answers dealing with drought vary nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech 
 University's Davis College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources believe 
using the right techniques and technologies can benefit everyone from the average 
homeowner looking to maintain a lawn to the farmer looking to maximize crop 
output. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. greatly nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech
c. greatly nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech
d. greatly nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech

B 

D

D

B

A
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________ 6. “I think the priority is deep and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an  
 associate professor of turfgrass science in the Department of Plant and Soil 
 Science. “So, trying to really wet the whole profile and then let it go until it starts  
 to dry out. That helps develop a deeper root system.” 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an associate 
c. and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an associate 
d. and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an associate 

 
 
________ 7. Which of the following is not considered one of the characteristics of 

newsworthiness?  
 

a. Conflict     
b. Significance   
c. Reporter Interest  
d. Proximity 

 
 
________ 8. A problem Young sees is watering at the wrong time of day. He recommends  
 watering  before 9 am. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. He recommends watering before 9 am. 
c. He recommends watering before 9 am. 
d. He recommends watering before 9 am. 

 
 
________ 9.  Plant and Soil Science Department Chair Glen Ritchie agrees, and believes the  
 current  water restrictions in the Lubbock area should be standard practice  
 even when drought conditions are not present. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. agrees, and believes the current water restrictions in the Lubbock area 
c. agrees, and believes the current water restrictions in the Lubbock area 
d. agrees, and believes the current water restrictions in the Lubbock area 

 
 
________ 10.  What does the term “libel” mean?  

 
a. Libel is a form of plagiarism practice by some journalists.  
b. Libel is a form of spoken slander. 
c. Libel is a form of security journalists must have to ensure trustworthiness in 

their sources.  
d. Libel is a form of written defamation. 

D

 
C

 
B 

C
 

D
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________ 11.  Which of the following is not a specific aspect of text application?    
 

a. Headings 
b. Contrast 
c. Titles 
d. Captions 

 
 
________ 12.  According to both Young and Ritchie, one key aspect of smart irrigation is  
 making sure the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted as runoff 
 onto streets and sidewalks. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted 
c. the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted 
d. the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted 

 
 
________ 13.  This term refers to a story in a newsletter that continues onto another page.   

 
a. Jump 
b. Carry-over 
c. Split 
d. Skip 

 
 
________ 14.  Young also says that using technology, such as irrigation controllers, work  
 alright when  used properly. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 
c. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 
d. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 

 
 
________ 15.  In 2022, the National FFA Organization reported 44 percent of their membership  

 was female and 51 percent was male.  
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. reported 44 percent of their membership was female and 51 percent was male.  
c. reported 44 percent of their membership was female and 51 percent was male.  
d. reported 44 percent of their membership was female and 51 percent was male.  

 
 
 

B

 A

 
A

 C

 
B
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________ 16.  When using text on digital slides such as PowerPoint or Google Slides, which rule 
 is correct?  
 
a. The rule of four 
b. The rule of six 
c. The rule of nine 
d. The rule of thirds 

 
 

________ 17.  This term refers to allowing writers’ opinions, prejudices, and bias to enter a  
  story.  

 
a. Right justification 
b. Editorializing 
c. Defamation 
d. Jargon 

 
 
________ 18.  Young believes investing in a freeze sensor to protect the irrigation  
 system against damage in the Winter months. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. freeze sensor to protect the irrigation system against damage in the Winter 
c. freeze sensor to protect the irrigation system against damage in the Winter 
d. freeze sensor to protect the irrigation system against damage in the Winter 

 
 
________ 19. The oldest continuously published periodical in North America is ______.   
 

a. The New Jersey Gazette 
b. Farm Journal 
c. Dairy Today 
d. The Old Farmer’s Almanac 

 
 
________ 20. Photo captions should _________.   

 
a. Be written in boldface 
b. Be written in present tense 
c. Be written in past tense 
d. Identify people from right to left 

 
 
 
 
 

B

 
B

 
B

 
D

 B
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________ 21.  At the beginning of the pandemic, when supply chain issues led to bare  
 shelves in the  supermarkets, Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor,  
 started getting calls from concerned community members. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor, started getting 
c. Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor, started getting 
d. Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor, started getting 

 
 
________ 22. In graphic design, we use visual graphics to _________.   

 
a. Emphasize important elements 
b. Fill up space 
c. Make the page busier 
d. Provide a lot of information in a small space 

 
 
________ 23.  “They were hearing about the beef shortage in the news and wanted to know if  
 we could raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls.  
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls. 
c. raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls. 
d. raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls. 

 
 
________ 24.  You should do all of the following for an interview except: 

 
a. Suggest words when the interviewee can’t think of what to say   
b. Develop your own shorthand 
c. Bring extra pens, pencils, & paper  
d. Take notes instead of relying on your memory 
 
 

________ 25.  The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. was eager to help. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. 
c. The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. 
d. The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. 
 
 
 
 
 

A

 A

 
D

 A

 
B
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________ 26.  A news release should be sent to local media _________.   
 

a. Immediately after your chapter does well in a competitive event 
b. Only if your chapter does well in a competitive event 
c. Sometime after your chapter takes part in a competitive event 
d. Immediately after your chapter takes part in a competitive event 

 
 
________ 27.  The chapter officer team spent several weeks running numbers and working  
 out the logistics to launch a cattle operation at the high school farm. The 
 result; a student-led commercial feeding operation. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. school farm. The result; a student-led 
c. school farm. The result; a student-led 
d. school farm. The result; a student-led 

 
 
________ 28.  The best way to illustrate different percentages that total 100% is a 
 

a. Line chart 
b. Bar chart 
c. Text List 
d. Pie Chart 

 
 
________ 29.  A ___________ resume allows you to highlight the experiences that show you to 

 your best advantage.  
 

a. Functional 
b. Chronological 
c. Systematic  
d. Corporate 

 
  
________ 30.  Residents purchase feeder cattle from local ranchers and importers, and  
 students raise them to market weight, which takes about seven months. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. them to market weight, which takes about seven months. 
c. them to market weight, which takes about seven months. 
d. them to market weight, which takes about seven months. 

 
 
 
 

D

 
C

 
D

 

A

 

A

 



8 
 

________ 31.  Students divide the responsibilities, taking turns feeding, watering, and  
 monitoring the  health of the cattle. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. taking turns feeding, watering, and monitoring the health of the cattle. 
c. taking turns feeding, watering, and monitoring the health of the cattle. 
d. taking turns feeding, watering, and monitoring the health of the cattle. 

 
 
________ 32.  _________ means passing off someone else’s work as your own.   
 

a. Purism  
b. Altruism  
c. Plagiarism  
d. Attribution  

 
 
________ 33.  What is the official abbreviation of a Web address? 
 

a. PNG 
b. HTTP 
c. ORG 
d. URL 

 
 
________ 34.  When it’s time to process the animals, usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re  
 transported from the high school farm to local processing facilities, including the  
 meat processing program  at Gilbert High School. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 
c. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 
d. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 

 
 
________ 35.  A good lead paragraph should not have more than how many words?  
 

a. 100 
b. 50 
c. 25 
d. 15 

 
 
 
 
 

D

 

C

 

D

 

D

 

C
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________ 36.  The FFA chapter doesn’t own the cattle or sell the beef, simplifying the  
 operation. Community members purchase the cattle and pay Rio Rico FFA 
 for the feed and care. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. beef, simplifying the operation. Community members 
c. beef, simplifying the operation. Community members 
d. beef, simplifying the operation. Community members 

 
 
________ 37.  The name for a complete TV news story, generally 90-second – 2 minutes in 

 length is called a ________.   
 

a. Package 
b. B-roll 
c. Voice over 
d. Compression 

 
 
________ 38.  Since 2020, Rio Rico FFA has raised and processed 12 head of charolais  
 cattle for the local community. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. and processed 12 head of charolais cattle for the 
c. and processed 12 head of charolais cattle for the 
d. and processed 12 head of charolais cattle for the 

 
 
________ 39.  Which method of gathering information is least acceptable when reporting a  
  story? 
 

a. Facetiming someone  
b. Messaging over Facebook 
c. Talking face-to-face 
d. All of the above are correct.  

 
 
________ 40.  Funds from the feeding operation are used to cover the cost of feed and vet care.  
 The remaining revenue is split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA 
 jackets, travel and competition fees. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 
c. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 
d. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 

 
 

A

V 

A

V 

D

V 

B

V 

D
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________ 41.  Which of the following is correct? 

a. The College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised their tuition.
b. The College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised its’ tuition.
c. The College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised there tuition.
d. The College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised its tuition.

________ 42.  When using an exclamation point (!), which of the following guidelines is  
advised? 

a. Use to avoid undue animosity
b. Avoid overuse
c. Place a space before the exclamation point
d. Exclamation points can be used in place of semicolons

________ 43.  “It’s a real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life than many 
other school  experiences,” McPherson says. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life
c. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life
d. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life

________ 44.  Even though he comes from a ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo 
Verdugo appreciated the opportunity to expand his understanding of cattle 
management practices and behavior. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo Verdugo
c. ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo Verdugo
d. ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo Verdugo

________ 45.  The term “end-user” refers to ________.  

a. The audience for an app, software, or hardware
b. The creator of an app, software, or hardware
c. The company who owns an app, software, or hardware
d. None of the above are correct.

D

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

A
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________ 46.  “Taking care of cows and watching them grow up takes a lot of knowledge,” 
Verugo says. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-
years-old. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-years-old.
c. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-years-old.
d. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-years-old.

________ 47.  Rio Rico FFA member Jesus Mohinea has a part-time job at a local cattle 
ranch and understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table.
c. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 
d. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table.

________ 48.  Which of the following is the definition of Hispanic? 

a. Anyone who speaks Spanish
b. People from Central and South America
c. A person who is from a Spanish-speaking land or culture
d. All of these are correct.

________ 49.  “It’s very important that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea 
said. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea
c. that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea
d. that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea

________ 50.  “Raising cattle on the school farm teaches them about the beef industry and 
how much goes into producing the food on there tables,” he said. He 
appreciates that other FFA members are learning about the beef industry too. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.
b. food on there tables,” he said. He appreciates that
c. food on there tables,” he said. He appreciates that
d. food on there tables,” he said. He appreciates that

B

V

C

V

C

V

B

V

D
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2023 WRITING MECHANICS EXAM KEY 
Q# Answer Q# Answer 

1 B 26 D 
2 D 27 C 
3 D 28 D 
4 B 29 A 
5 A 30 A 
6 D 31 D 
7 C 32 C 
8 B 33 D 
9 C 34 D 

10 D 35 C 
11 B 36 A 
12 A 37 A 
13 A 38 D 
14 C 39 B 
15 B 40 D 
16 B 41 D 
17 B 42 B 
18 B 43 B 
19 D 44 B 
20 B 45 A 
21 A 46 B 
22 A 47 C 
23 D 48 C 
24 A 49 B 
25 B 50 D 
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1 

 

 

Contestant Name:_______________________________________________Score:___________ 

FFA Chapter:____________________________________State:__________________________ 

 

Instructions: This quiz covers items related to agricultural communications from “Agricultural 

Communication in Action: A Hands-On Approach” (Telg & Irani, 2011). For each question, 

please select the answer choice you feel best answers each question. Each question is valued at 

one point each.  

 

All answer choices must be recorded on the electronic scan sheet provided in Google 

Classroom. This is the only way your quiz answers will be accepted for scoring. Please double 

check your answers carefully to ensure you have correctly marked the answer you would like to 

submit for each question on the electronic scan sheet. Once this scan sheet has been submitted, 

all answer choices will be final and can longer be changed.    

 

 

For each of the following questions below, please select the option that best answers each 

question.   

 

 

________ 1. Which of the following is correct? 

 

a. National FFA 

b. National Future Farmers of America  

c. National Future Farmers of America Organization  

d. National FFA Organization 

 

 

 

________ 2. The number of members of your target audience who are reached one time by the 

 media vehicles you have chosen is________________. 

 

a. Cost per point 

b. Frequency 

c. Reach 

d. All of the above are correct 

 

 

 

________ 3. Anything that reduces the integrity or clarity of a message is ________. 

 

a. Channel 

b. Encoder 

c. Message 

d. Noise 

 

D 

C 

D 

KEY 
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________ 4. Which of the following is an image file type commonly used for print materials? 

 

a. JPG     

b. M4V  

c. PNG  

d. TIFF 

 

 

 

________ 5. This is technical language and is generally to be avoided in new writing so the 

message is easily understood: 

 

a. Gobbledygook 

b. Jargon 

c. Jibberish 

d. Falsities  

 

 

 

________ 6. Writing for broadcast should be ______________ so that it sounds much like the  

 way you talk.  

 

a. First person 

b. Conversational 

c. Formal 

d. Technical 

 

 

 

________ 7. This is a graphic design term that means the area not taken up with text or images: 

 

a. Grey Area 

b. Graphic Area 

c. Positive Space 

d. White Space 

 

 

 

________ 8. ______________ means passing off someone else’s work as your own without  

 proper citation or attribution. 

 

a. Reference citations 

b. Plagiarism 

c. Attribution 

d. False implications 

B 

B 

D 

D 

B 
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________ 9. In which person should news stories be written?  

 

a. First person 

b. Second person 

c. Third person 

d. Fourth person 

 

 

 

________ 10. Equipment for radio and/or audio podcasts includes all of the following EXCEPT:  

 

a. Audio recorder 

b. Computer 

c. Lighting 

d. Microphone 

 

 

 

________ 11. The strategy of working with the news media in order to get out information about  

   an organization’s events and activities is _____________.  

 

a. Campaigns 

b. Crisis Communications 

c. Fake News 

d. Media Relations 

 

 

 

________ 12. A(n) ____________is the act of conducting a study to collect data using a  

           questionnaire.  

 

a. Content Analysis 

b. Focus Group 

c. Interview 

d. None of the above is correct 

 

 

 

________ 13. What is the opening in the lens through which light passes to the camera sensor  

    called?  

 

A. Aperture   

B. Monochrome 

C. F-stop   

D. Viewfinder 

 

A 

C 

C 

D 

D 
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________ 14. Allowing the writer’s opinions, prejudices and biases to enter a story is called 

   __________.  

 

A. Fake news 

B. Editorializing 

C. Journalism 

D. Writing 

 

 

 

________ 15. Most HTML editors have a publish function called FTP. What does FTP stand 

for? 

 

A. File, Trade, Publish 

B. File Transfer Protocol 

C. Follow True Publishing 

D. None of the above are correct 

 

 

 

________ 16. Which of the following is an image file type commonly used on the web? 

 

A. JPG 

B. PNG 

C. M4V  

D. TIFF 

 

 

 

________ 17. What is NOT a step in the process of developing a crisis communication plan?  

 

A. Provide guidance to the public 

B. Control the flow of information 

C. Keep track of media calls and requests 

D. Respond to the news media on your own time 

 

 

 

________ 18. Which of the following is a characteristic about audience members that is hard to  

           change, such as gender, age, income, education and place of residence? 

 

A. Demographics 

B. Metrographics 

C. Psychographics 

D. All of the above are correct 

 

A 

A 

B 

B 

D 
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________ 19. Which of the following is the way various elements within a video screen are 

                       arranged? 

 

A. Framing 

B. Head Room 

C. Arranging 

D. Zooming 

 

 

 

________ 20. These are brief descriptions placed under photos or graphs. 

 

A. Captions 

B. Headlines 

C. Serif fonts 

D. Resolutions 

 

 

 

________ 21. What is agricultural communications? 

 

A. Talking to cows 

B. Transferring information from a sender to a receiver with the use of a medium 

C. Producing food, feed, and fiber. 

D. Exchanging information about agriculture and/or natural resources through 

effective and efficient media. 

 

 

 

________ 22. What camera angle creates a photograph where everything appears minimized or 

           diminished?  

 

A. Eye-level shot 

B. High-angle shot 

C. Low-angle shot 

D. Reverse-angle shot 

 

 

 

________ 23. A good lead paragraph should have no more than how many words?  

 

A. 10 

B. 25 

C. 50 

D. 100 

 

A 

D 

A 

B 

B 
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________ 24. Which is NOT a criterion for news value?  

 

A. Human Interest 

B. Proximity or Location 

C. Observation 

D. Conflict 

 

 

 

________ 25. For print materials, you should have color photographs that are at least ______  

   pixels per inch. 

 

A. 72     

B. 150 

C. 300 

D. 600 

C 

C 
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Contestant Name:_______________________________________________Score:___________ 

FFA Chapter:____________________________________State:__________________________ 

 

Instructions: Twenty-five statements are provided below. Some are written correctly, while 

others contain errors. You may find errors related to grammar, punctuation, capitalization, word 

usage, spelling and other Associated Press style issues. From the options listed for each 

statement, please select the option that displays the correct way to write each statement. Each 

question is valued at one point each.  

 

All answer choices must be recorded on the electronic scan sheet provided in Google 

Classroom. This is the only way your quiz answers will be accepted for scoring. Please double 

check your answers carefully to ensure you have correctly marked the answer you would like to 

submit for each question on the electronic scan sheet. Once this scan sheet has been submitted, 

all answer choices will be final and can longer be changed.    

 

 

For each of the following statements below, please select the option that best displays the correct 

way to write each statement. 

 

 

1. The United State’s policies apply to all citizens.  

a. The United States' policies apply to all citizens. 

b. The United States policies apply to all citizens. 

c. The United States’s policies apply to all citizens. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

2. The bookshelf was full of Fred’s and Sylvia’s individual journals on farming. 

a. The bookshelf was full of Fred and Sylvia’s individual journals on farming. 

b. The bookshelf was full of Freds and Sylvias individual journals on farming. 

c. The bookshelf was full of Freds’ and Sylvias’ individual journals on farming. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

3. The company set February 14 2020 as the target date for the completion of its campaign. 

a. The company set February, 14 2020 as the target date for the completion of its 

campaign. 

b. The company set Feb. 14, 2020 as the target date for the completion of it’s 

campaign. 

c. The company set Feb. 14, 2020, as the target date for the completion of its 

campaign. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

KEY 
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4. No sir, I did not see the latest news on the new farm bill. 

a. No, sir, I did not see the latest news on the new farm bill. 

b. No sir I did not see the latest news on the new farm bill.  

c. No, sir I did not see the latest news on the new farm bill. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

5. The President of the United States can only serve for eight years. 

a. The president of the united states can only serve for eight years. 

b. The president of the United States can only serve for eight years. 

c. The President of the united states can only serve for eight years. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

6. She didn’t turn the assignment in, so she recieved an 0. 

a. She didn’t turn the assignment in, so she recieved an zero. 

b. She didn’t turn the assignment in, so she received a 0. 

c. She didn’t turn the assignment in, so she received a zero. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

7. A new official FFA jacket is priced at $55 dollars. 

a. A new official FFA jacket is priced at fifty-five dollars. 

b. A new official FFA jacket is priced at $55. 

c. A new official FFA jacket is priced at 55 dollars. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

8. I cannot give you a high-five during a pandemic! 

a. I cannot give you a High-Five during a pandemic! 

b. I cannot give you a high five during a pandemic! 

c. I cannot give you a High Five during a pandemic! 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

9. Texas Tech University offers a Bachelor’s of Science in Agricultural Communications. 

a. Texas Tech University offers a bachelor’s of science in agricultural 

commmunications. 

b. Texas Tech University offers a bachelor of science in agricultural 

communications. 

c. Texas Tech University offers a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural 

Communications. 

d. Correct as is 

 



2021 National FFA 

Agricultural Communications CDE 

Editing Quiz 

 

3 

 

10. Kansas City, Mo. is the BBQ Capitol of the world. 

a. Kansas City, Missouri is the BBQ capital of the world. 

b. Kansas City, Mo. is the barbeque capitol of the world. 

c. Kansas City, Mo. is the barbeque capital of the world. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

11. The National FFA Organization awards more than $2.6 million in scholarships each year. 

a. The National FFA Organization awards more than 2.6 million dollars in 

scholarships each year. 

b. The National FFA awards more than $2,600,000 in scholarships each year. 

c. The National FFA awards more than $2.6 million in scholarships each year. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

12. On the street, below, the curious gathered to see the parade. 

a. On the street, below the curious gathered to see the parade. 

b. On the street below, the curious gathered to see the parade. 

c. On the street below the curious gathered to see the parade. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

13. Due to the pandemic, I read 4 books with 400 pages and 60 magazines in 2020. 

a. Due to the pandemic, I read four books with four hundred pages and sixty 

magazines in 2020. 

b. Due to the pandemic I read 4 books with 400 pages and sixty magazines in 2020. 

c. Due to the pandemic, I read four books with 400 pages and 60 magazines in 2020. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

14. I asked Siri for directions, and she provided them. 

a. I asked siri for directions, and she provided them. 

b. I asked Siri for directions, and it provided them. 

c. I asked siri for directions, and it provided them. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

15. “Write clearly and concisely,” she said. 

a. “Write clearly and concisely” she said. 

b. “Write clearly and concisely”, she said. 

c. “Write clearly and concisely, she said. 

d. Correct as is 
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16. My head phones started to give me a headache during my six hour flight. 

a. My headphones started to give me a headache during my six-hour flight. 

b. My head-phones started to give me a headache during my 6 hour flight. 

c. My Head-phones started to give me a headache during my 6 hour flight. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

17. The animal emojis are my favorite. 

a. The animal emoji’s are my favorite. 

b. The animal emoji are my favorite. 

c. The animal emojies are my favorite. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

18. He is not very fast for he got eleventh place in the Olympic finals. 

a. He is not very fast, for he got eleventh place in the Olympic finals. 

b. He is not very fast for he got 11th place in the Olympic finals. 

c. He is not very fast, for he got 11th place in the Olympic finals. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

19. I will check my email tomorrow. 

a. I will check my e-mail tomorrow. 

b. I will check my Email tomorrow. 

c. I will check my E-mail tomorrow. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

20. She planned to nominate Penny, Frank and Milo for the committee. 

a. She planned to nominate Penny Frank and Milo for the comitee. 

b. She planned to nominate Penny, Frank, and Milo for the comittee. 

c. She planned to nominate - Penny, Frank, and Milo for the committee. 

d. Correct as is. 

 

 

21. The alumnis’ contributions funded the scholarship I was awarded. 

a. The alumnis contributions funded the scholarship I was awarded. 

b. The alumnis’s contributions funded the scholarship I was awarded. 

c. The alumni’s contributions funded the scholarship I was awarded. 

d. Correct as is 
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22. Her favorite season of course, was Winter. 

a. Her favorite season of course was Winter. 

b. Her favorite season, of course, was winter. 

c. Her favorite season of course was winter. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

23. The form is due at 11:30 P.M. on Saturday.  

a. The form is due at 11:30 p.m. on Saturday. 

b. The form is due at 11:30 PM on Saturday. 

c. The form is due at 11:30 pm on Saturday. 

d. Correct as is 

 

 

24. They are working towards a solution for farmers now. 

a. They are working towards a solution for farmers‘ now. 

b. They are working toward a solution for farmers now. 

c. They are working toward a solution for farmers’ now. 

d. Correct as is. 

 

 

25. In 2020, the National FFA reported 44 percent of their membership was female and 51 

percent was male.  

a. In 2020, the National FFA Organization reported 44% of their membership was 

female and 51% was male.  

b. In 2020, the National FFA Organization reported 44 percent of their membership 

was female and 51 percent was male.  

c. In 2020 the National FFA reported 44% of their membership was female, and 

51% was male.  

d. Correct as is 
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Contestant Name:_______________________________________________Score:___________ 
FFA Chapter:____________________________________State:__________________________ 
 
Instructions: This quiz covers items related to agricultural communications from “Agricultural 
Communication in Action: A Hands-On Approach” (Telg & Irani, 2011). For each question, 
please select the answer choice you feel best answers each question. Each question is valued at 
one point each.  
 
All answer choices must be recorded on the electronic scan sheet provided in Google 
Classroom. This is the only way your quiz answers will be accepted for scoring. Please double 
check your answers carefully to ensure you have correctly marked the answer you would like to 
submit for each question on the electronic scan sheet. Once this scan sheet has been submitted, 
all answer choices will be final and can longer be changed.    
 
For each of the following questions below, please select the option that best answers each 
question.   
 

 
________ 1. _____________, or dyadic, communication is between two persons, such as a 

couple, friends, neighbors, or family members.  
 

a. Public Communication  
b. Small-Group Communication 
c. Extemporaneous Communication  
d. Interpersonal Communication  

 
 
________ 2. Communication, both written and oral, has to be ____________, that is, put in a 

specific form by the sender, using language, symbols, and metaphors.  
 
a. Encoded 
b. Transposed  
c. Decoded 
d. None of the above are correct 

 
 
________ 3. The _____________ Communication Transmission Model provides an easy-to-

understand illustration of the communication process, in which a source of 
information transmits a message through a channel to a receiver who decodes the 
message.  

 
a. Smith-Lever 
b. Shannon-Weaver 
c. Kolmogorov-Smirnov 
d. Kruskal-Wallis 

Garrett Steede
KEY

Garrett Steede
D

Garrett Steede
B

Garrett Steede
A
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________ 4. Which of the following might be important for you to know about your audience? 

a. Their age
b. What they like
c. What they need
d. All of the above are correct

________ 5. ___________ is anything that reduces the integrity or clarity of the message. 

a. Gobbledygook
b. Noise
c. Channel
d. Feedback

________ 6. In ____________ research, all or a sample of the material is analyzed by a 
researcher or group of researchers who look through each line of text or every 
second of video for common themes.   

a. Focus Group
b. Psychophysiology
c. Content Analysis
d. Message Testing

________ 7. One of the goals in business writing is to “catch” the reader’s attention. Which of 
the following is not one of the steps in writing a business letter? 

a. Write clearly
b. Write a draft
c. Know your purpose
d. Use a large font

________ 8. Which of the following is not a type of business letter? 

a. Response letter
b. Request letter
c. Cover letter
d. All of the above are types of business letters.

Garrett Steede
D

Garrett Steede
D

Garrett Steede
C

Garrett Steede
B

Garrett Steede
D
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________ 9. In which of the following sections of the inverted pyramid should you extend on the 
5 W’s and H?  
 
a. Lead 
b. Secondary Information  
c. Background Information 
d. Additional Information 

 
 
 
________ 10. The _________ is the first paragraph in the news story.   
 

a. Lead 
b. Thesis Statement  
c. Headline 
d. Editorial 

 
 
 
________ 11. A(n) _____________ is a group of words that does not express a complete 

thought.   
 
a. Comma splice 
b. Run-on sentence 
c. Sentence fragment 
d. None of the above are correct 

 
 
 
________ 12. A(n) ____________is a recorded quotation, the exact words spoken by someone in 

their own voice.   
 
a. Soundbite 
b. Slug 
c. Package 
d. B-roll 

 
 
 
________ 13. When conducting an interview, a __________ question allows the interviewer to 

follow up on something the interviewee has said.   
 

A. Probe   
B. Leading 
C. Mirror   
D. Close-ended 

Garrett Steede
B

Garrett Steede
A

Garrett Steede
C

Garrett Steede
A

Garrett Steede
A
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________ 14. When designing a document, __________ refers to the dominant focus or element 
on a page. 

a. Order
b. Contrast
c. Proportion
d. Unity

________ 15. _____________ graphics are images composed of mathematically defined shapes 
created by illustration programs. 

a. Raster
b. Process
c. TIFF
d. Vector

________ 16. ___________ speeches are given to reinforce people’s belief about a topic, to 
change their beliefs about a topic, or to move them to act. 

a. Informative
b. Special Occasion
c. Extemporaneous
d. Persuasive

________ 17. When taking a photo, a ______________ shot looks up at the object of interest. 
This angle creates a dramatic look, where everything appears magnified. 

a. Low angle
b. High angle
c. Eye-level
d. None of the above are correct

________ 18. ____________ refers to the portion of the scene in focus in the camera. 

a. Aperture
b. Depth of field
c. Composition
d. Caption

Garrett Steede
B

Garrett Steede
B

Garrett Steede
A

Garrett Steede
D

Garrett Steede
D
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________ 19. In the video production process, this phase consists of in-depth research on the 
topic that will be covered in the video. 

a. Preproduction
b. Production
c. Audience and Program Analysis
d. Postproduction

________ 20. In video shot composition, __________ refers to the way the various elements 
within the video screen are arranged. 

a. Continuity
b. Shot sequencing
c. Framing
d. Jump cut

________ 21. Which of the following should be asked when designing a website? 

a. What is the purpose of the website?
b. What needs to be communicated?
c. Who is the target audience?
d. All of the above are correct.

________ 22. In web design, ___________ link from one part of a Web page to another part of 
the same page. 

a. Object links
b. Anchors and targets links
c. External links
d. Text links

________ 23. Which of the following is not one of the criteria news directors and editors use to 
determine newsworthiness? 

a. Prominence
b. Timeliness
c. Conflict
d. All of the above are criteria used. 

Garrett Steede
A

Garrett Steede
D

Garrett Steede
B

Garrett Steede
D

Garrett Steede
C



6 
 

 
________ 24. _____________ is the attempt to promote goodwill and garner publicity on behalf 

of a company, organization, or individual through earned media.   
 

a. Marketing 
b. Public Relations 
c. Public Opinion 
d. Strategic Communication 

 
 
 
________ 25. ____________ involves a variety of tools and techniques to develop incentives to 

create a perception of greater brand value, while encouraging immediate 
acceptance or adoption of a product, good or service by a consumer or 
businessperson.  

 
a. Direct marketing    
b. Web marketing 
c. Cause-related marketing 
d. None of the above are correct 

Garrett Steede
B

Garrett Steede
D



2022 National FFA Agricultural Communications CDE Editing Exercise   

Using the online scantron, select the correct option.   

1. Much of the American west is suffering from a megadrought, making it a good time to 
understand how to deal with a dwindling water supply. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.  
b. Much of the American west is suffering from 
c. Much of the American west is suffering from 
d. Much of the American west is suffering from 

 
2. Answers dealing with drought vary nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech 

University's Davis College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources believe using 
the right techniques and technologies can benefit everyone from the average homeowner 
looking to maintain a lawn to the farmer looking to maximize crop output. 

a. The sentence is correct as written.  
b. greatly nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech 
c. greatly nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech 
d. greatly nationwide, but professors from Texas Tech 

 
3. “I think the priority is deep and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an associate 

professor of turfgrass science in the Department of Plant and Soil Science. “So, trying to 
really wet the whole profile and then let it go until it starts to dry out. That helps develop 
a deeper root system.” 

a. The sentence is correct as written.  
b. and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an associate 
c. and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an associate 
d. and infrequent irrigation, said Joey Young, an associate 

 
4. A problem Young sees is watering at the wrong time of day. He recommends watering 

before 9 am.  
a. The sentence is correct as written.  
b. He recommends watering before 9 am.  
c. He recommends watering before 9 am.  
d. He recommends watering before 9 am. 

 
5. Plant and Soil Science Department Chair Glen Ritchie agrees, and believes the current 

water restrictions in the Lubbock area should be standard practice even when drought 
conditions are not present. 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. agrees, and believes the current water restrictions in the Lubbock area 
c. agrees, and believes the current water restrictions in the Lubbock area  
d. agrees, and believes the current water restrictions in the Lubbock area 

 



6. According to both Young and Ritchie, one key aspect of smart irrigation is making sure 
the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted as runoff onto streets and 
sidewalks.  

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted 
c. the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted 
d. the water hits its intended target and is not being wasted 

 
7. Young also says that using technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when 

used properly. 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 
c. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 
d. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 

 
8. Young believes investing in a freeze sensor to protect the irrigation system against 

damage in the Winter months. 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. freeze sensor to protect the irrigation system against damage in the Winter 
c. freeze sensor to protect the irrigation system against damage in the Winter 
d. freeze sensor to protect the irrigation system against damage in the Winter 

 
9. Having the ability to adjust is key. Make sure automatic systems do not continue 

watering during rainfall or freezing tempratures.  
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. watering during rainfall or freezing tempratures. 
c. watering during rainfall or freezing tempratures. 
d. watering during rainfall or freezing tempratures. 

 
10. At the beginning of the pandemic, when supply chain issues led to bare shelves in the 

supermarkets, Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor, started getting calls from 
concerned community members. 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor, started getting 
c. Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor, started getting  
d. Richard McPherson, Rio Rico FFA advisor, started getting 

 
11. “They were hearing about the beef shortage in the news and wanted to know if we could 

raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls. 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls. 
c. raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls. 
d. raise Cattle for them,” McPherson recalls. 

 



12. The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. was eager to help.  
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. 
c. The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. 
d. The FFA chapter in Rio Rico, Ariz. 

 
13. The chapter officer team spent several weeks running numbers and working out the 

logistics to launch a cattle operation at the high school farm. The result; a student-led 
commercial feeding operation. 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. school farm. The result; a student-led 
c. school farm. The result; a student-led 
d. school farm. The result; a student-led 

 
14. Residents purchase feeder cattle from local ranchers and importers, and students raise 

them to market weight, which takes about seven months.  
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. them to market weight, which takes about seven months. 
c. them to market weight, which takes about seven months. 
d. them to market weight, which takes about seven months. 

 
15. Students divide the responsibilities, taking turns feeding, watering, and monitoring the 

health of the cattle. 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. taking turns feeding, watering, and monitoring the health of the cattle. 
c. taking turns feeding, watering, and monitoring the health of the cattle. 
d. taking turns feeding, watering, and monitoring the health of the cattle. 

 
16. When it’s time to process the animals, usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re transported from 

the high school farm to local processing facilities, including the meat processing program 
at Gilbert High School.  

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 
c. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 
d. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 

 
17. The FFA chapter doesn’t own the cattle or sell the beef, simplifying the operation. 

Community members purchase the cattle and pay Rio Rico FFA for the feed and care. 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. beef, simplifying the operation. Community members 
c. beef, simplifying the operation. Community members 
d. beef, simplifying the operation. Community members 

 



18. Since 2020, Rio Rico FFA has raised and processed 12 head of charolais cattle for the 
local community.  

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. and processed 12 head of charolais cattle for the 
c. and processed 12 head of charolais cattle for the 
d. and processed 12 head of charolais cattle for the 

 
19. Funds from the feeding operation are used to cover the cost of feed and vet care. The 

remaining revenue is split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 
competition fees. 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and  
c. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and  
d. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 

 
20. “It’s a real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life than many other school 

experiences,” McPherson says. 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life  
c. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life 
d. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life 

 
21. Even though he comes from a ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo Verdugo 

appreciated the opportunity to expand his understanding of cattle management practices 
and behavior. 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo Verdugo 
c. ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo Verdugo 
d. ranching family, Rio Rico FFA Member Gerardo Verdugo 

 
22. “Taking care of cows and watching them grow up takes a lot of knowledge,” Verugo 

says. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-years-old.  
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-years-old.  
c. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-years-old. 
d. He says this is a huge responsibility for someone only 15-years-old. 

 
23. Rio Rico FFA member Jesus Mohinea has a part-time job at a local cattle ranch and 

understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table.  
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 
c. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 
d. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 

 
 
 



24. “It’s very important that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea said.  
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea 
c. that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea 
d. that student’s know where their food comes from,” Mohinea 

 
25. “Raising cattle on the school farm teaches them about the beef industry and how much 

goes into producing the food on there tables,” he said. He appreciates that other FFA 
members are learning about the beef industry too. 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. food on there tables,” he said. He appreciates that 
c. food on there tables,” he said. He appreciates that 
d. food on there tables,” he said. He appreciates that 
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Contestant Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
FFA Chapter:____________________________________State:__________________________ 
 
Instructions: This quiz covers items focusing on writing mechanics, editing, and general 
knowledge of the agricultural communications industry.  

– Some questions present statements that may be written correctly or may contain errors. 
You may find errors related to grammar, punctuation, capitalization, word usage, spelling 
and other Associated Press style issues.  

– Some questions cover knowledge of the agricultural communications industry as 
presented in “Agricultural and Natural Resources Communications” (Telg, Irani, Kent, & 
Lundy, 2022).  

From the answer options listed for each question, please select the option that displays the proper 
way to correct each statement or that you feel best answers each question. The exam contains 
50 multiple choice questions valued at one point each. 
 
 
All answer choices must be recorded on the scan sheet provided to you AND must be 
clearly marked on this exam.  

– Your exam answers will be scored using the scan sheet, but it is very important to also 
mark your answers clearly on this exam in case your scan sheet is not marked properly or 
cannot be read clearly by the scoring machine. Please double check your answers 
carefully to ensure you have correctly marked the answer you would like to submit for 
each question on the scan sheet and on this exam. Once the scan sheet and exam have 
been collected, all answer choices will be final and can longer be changed.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For each of the following questions in this exam, please select the option that best answers each 
question OR properly corrects the statement presented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY 
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________ 1. Which of the following scenarios would be classified as a conflict of interest?  
 

a. A reporter writing about their home farm 
b. A reporter receiving an incentive, such as an expensive gift, to cover a 

controversial story 
c. A reporter who writes a story without interjecting their opinion 
d. None of the above.  

 
 
 
________ 2. The midwest is home to some of the most fertile farmland in America, making  
         it an ideal location for large farm operations.  
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. The midwest is home to some of the most fertile farmland in America,  
c. The midwest is home to some of the most fertile farmland in America,  
d. The midwest is home to some of the most fertile farmland in America, 

 
 
 
________ 3. When designing effective print visual communications pieces (flyers, posters, 

magazines, etc.), what is the minimum resolution required for photographs to avoid 
pixelation when printed?  

 
a. 72 ppi     
b. 150 ppi   
c. 300 ppi 
d. 420 ppi 

 
 
 
________ 4. National FFA Organization, a nationally recognized school based student  

   leadership development organization, announced today that it reached a record- 
   breaking milestone of having more than one million FFA members: 1,027,273. 
 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. a nationally recognized school based student leadership development 

organization, 
c. a nationally recognized school based student leadership development 

organization, 
d. a nationally recognized school based student leadership development 

organization, 
 
 

C

 

B

 

D
 

C
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________ 5.  Developing an effective news media relations strategy for your organization can  
    do all of the following except  

 
a. Enhance the public’s perceptions of your program, event, or activity.  
b. Build credibility in your program, event, or activity.  
c. Extend the reach and increase the frequency of your message. 
d. Possibly recruit support for your program. 

 
 
 

________ 6. To prevent Faith from tripping, Prim alerts her to elevated surfaces like curbs,  
         stairs, and cracks in the sidewalk.  
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. Prim alerts her to elevated surfaces like curbs, stairs, and cracks in the sidewalk.  
c. Prim alerts her to elevated surfaces like curbs, stairs, and cracks in the sidewalk.  
d. Prim alerts her to elevated surfaces like curbs, stairs, and cracks in the sidewalk.  

 
 
 
________ 7. Which of the following sentences would be acceptable in a news story, assuming 

that this was the first reference of the subject within the story? 
 
a. “I do this for the children. They make this event worthwhile,” said Ms. 

Crabtree, a member of the National FFA Agricultural Communications CDE 
committee. 

b. Dr. Gibson, who serves as the superintendent of the National FFA Agricultural 
Communications CDE, said “This event is my favorite service activity all year.”   

c. Dr. Steede, a member of the National FFA Agricultural Communications CDE 
committee, said the event is one he looks forward to all year.  

d. None of the above 
 
 
 
________ 8. A problem Young sees is watering at the wrong time of day. He recommends  
 watering  before 9 am. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. He recommends watering before 9 am. 
c. He recommends watering before 9 am. 
d. He recommends watering before 9 am. 

 
 
 
 
 

B

 

B 

A 

D 
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________ 9.  In the communications process, what are the barriers to receiving or decoding a     
                        message called?    

 
a. Noise 
b. Distractions 
c. Barriers 
d. Obstacles 

 
 
 
________ 10.  Although this diagnosis caused them to be legally blind and presented  
           challenges, it didn’t stop the now 23 year old fraternal twins from creating big  
                        ideas for the future — and they credit FFA for helping them pursue their  
           dreams. 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. it didn’t stop the now 23 year old fraternal twins from creating big ideas for the 

future — and they credit FFA  
c. it didn’t stop the now 23 year old fraternal twins from creating big ideas for the 

future — and they credit FFA  
d. it didn’t stop the now 23 year old fraternal twins from creating big ideas for the 

future — and they credit FFA  
 
 
 
________ 11.  A news story should be written completely in  

 
a. third person 
b. first person 
c. direct quotes 
d. second person 

 
 

 
________ 12.  About 95 percent of food purchased in the state is imported, mostly through the
  Port of Seattle, thanks to the Jones Act legislation, from 1920. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. About 95 percent of food purchased in the state is imported, mostly through the  
c. About 95 percent of food purchased in the state is imported, mostly through the  
d. About 95 percent of food purchased in the state is imported, mostly through the  

 
 
 
 

C
 

A

 

D

 

A
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________ 13. Most people read photo captions_______________. 
 
a. immediately after they view the photos. 
b. immediately after they read the headlines. 
c. before they view the photos. 
d. Before anything else in the document.  

 
 
 
________ 14.  Young also says that using technology, such as irrigation controllers, work  
 alright when  used properly. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 
c. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 
d. technology, such as irrigation controllers, work alright when used properly. 

 
 
 
________ 15.  When is it acceptable to abbreviate the words “millions” or “billions” (e.g. $45M 

or 5B)? 
 

a. In the headline of a news story where space is limited 
b. Only when used with a dollar amount 
c. In any usage within a news story 
d. Millions and billions should never be abbreviated 

 
 
 
________ 16.  The National FFA awards more than $2.6 million in scholarships each year. 

 
a. The sentence is correct as written 
b. The National FFA awards more than $2.6 million in scholarships each year. 
c. The National FFA awards more than $2.6 million in scholarships each year. 
d. The National FFA awards more than $2.6 million in scholarships each year. 

 
 

 
 
________ 17.  When framing a video or photo, which of the following puts the object of interest 

in the best position?   
 
a. The rule of fourths 
b. The rule of sixths 
c. The rule of ninths 
d. The rule of thirds 

C

 

D

 
D

 

B

 

A
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________ 18.  In 2023 the National FFA Organization reported 43% of their membership  

   was female and 50% was male. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. In 2023 the National FFA Organization reported 43% of their membership was 

female and 50% was male. 
c. In 2023 the National FFA Organization reported 43% of their membership was 

female and 50% was male. 
d. In 2023 the National FFA Organization reported 43% of their membership was 

female and 50% was male. 
 
 
 
________ 19. The oldest continuously published periodical in North America is ______.   
 

a. The New Jersey Gazette 
b. Farm Journal 
c. Dairy Today 
d. The Old Farmer’s Almanac 

 
 
 
________ 20.  “Andy White, a retired teacher [at our school], led with a servant’s heart,”  
  says Toni Boatner, Brandon FFA advisor.  
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. led with a servant’s heart,” says Toni Boatner, Brandon FFA advisor.  
c. led with a servant’s heart,” says Toni Boatner, Brandon FFA advisor.  
d. led with a servant’s heart,” says Toni Boatner, Brandon FFA advisor.  

 
 
 
________ 21. Process color printing uses which color format _________.   

 
a. RGB 
b. Grayscale 
c. CMYK 
d. Four color  

 
 
 
 
 
 

C 

D
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________ 22.  The National FFA Organization is a school-based National youth leadership  

  development organization of more than 945,000 student members as part of  
  9,163 local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin  
  Islands. 

 
a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. a school-based National youth leadership development organization of more than 

945,000 student members 
c. a school-based National youth leadership development organization of more than 

945,000 student members 
d. a school-based National youth leadership development organization of more than 

945,000 student members 
 
 
 
________ 23. A news release does not always include which of these elements?   
 

a. Contact information for the writer and the person being interviewed 
b. A release date 
c. The words “FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE” 
d. A boilerplate 

 
 
 

________ 24.  Based on numbers from the Food Bank of AK and the latest Census, an  
  estimated 100,000 people in Alaska, more than 13% of its population, face food  
  insecurity. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. Based on numbers from the Food Bank of AK and the latest Census,  
c. Based on numbers from the Food Bank of AK and the latest Census,  
d. Based on numbers from the Food Bank of AK and the latest Census, 
 
 
 

________ 25.  A news release should be sent to local media _________.   
 

a. Immediately after your chapter does well in a competitive event 
b. Only if your chapter does well in a competitive event 
c. Sometime after your chapter takes part in a competitive event 
d. Immediately after your chapter takes part in a competitive event 

 
 
 

B 

B
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________ 26.  The chapter officer team spent several weeks running numbers and working  
 out the logistics to launch a cattle operation at the high school farm. The 
 result; a student-led commercial feeding operation. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. school farm. The result; a student-led 
c. school farm. The result; a student-led 
d. school farm. The result; a student-led 

 
 
 

________ 27.  What type of chart would be best for showing trends in the attendance of the  
    National FFA Convention over time?  
 

a. A bar chart 
b. A scatter plot  
c. A pie chart 
d. A line graph 

 
 
  
________ 28.  Hawaii has been called the extinction capital of the world. Birds, snails and  
  fish native — and, in many cases, unique — to the volcanic-formed  
  archipelago (group of islands) have disappeared throughout the past 2  
  centuries with the introduction of invasive species and loss of habitat.  
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. the volcanic-formed archipelago (group of islands) have disappeared throughout 

the past 2 centuries with the introduction of invasive species and loss of habitat.  
c. the volcanic-formed archipelago (group of islands) have disappeared throughout 

the past 2 centuries with the introduction of invasive species and loss of habitat.  
d. the volcanic-formed archipelago (group of islands) have disappeared throughout 

the past 2 centuries with the introduction of invasive species and loss of habitat.  
 
 
 
 
________ 29.  Which of the following is NOT an important element of a websites’ user  
   experience?  
 

a. How a user interacts with the website’s topic 
b. How a user interacts with the website’s content  
c. How a user interacts with the website’s navigation 
d. How a user interacts with the website’s interactive features 

 

C
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A
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________ 30.  Growing up in California’s Central Valley and without an agricultural  
  background, Hugo Rodriguez was hesitant to join the Reedley FFA  
  Chapter and become involved in the agriculture industry. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. Hugo Rodriguez was hesitant to join the Reedley FFA Chapter and become 

involved in the agriculture industry. 
c. Hugo Rodriguez was hesitant to join the Reedley FFA Chapter and become 

involved in the agriculture industry. 
d. Hugo Rodriguez was hesitant to join the Reedley FFA Chapter and become 

involved in the agriculture industry. 
 
 
 
________ 31.  _________ means passing off someone else’s work as your own.   
 

a. Purism  
b. Altruism  
c. Plagiarism  
d. Attribution  

 
 
 
________ 32.  When it’s time to process the animals, usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re  
 transported from the high school farm to local processing facilities, including the  
 meat processing program  at Gilbert High School. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 
c. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 
d. usually in Feb. or Mar., they’re 

 
 
 
________ 33.  A good lead paragraph should not have more than how many words?  
 

a. 100 
b. 50 
c. 25 
d. 15 

 
 
 
 
 

D
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D
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________ 34.  National #TeachAg Day is Sept. 19, 2024 — a day designed to recognize the  
  important role agriculture teachers play in our schools and communities. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. National #TeachAg Day is Sept. 19, 2024 — a day  
c. National #TeachAg Day is Sept. 19, 2024 — a day  
d. National #TeachAg Day is Sept. 19, 2024 — a day 

 
 
 
________ 35.  Apart from having skills and knowledge using various communication channels,   
  risk communicators should have knowledge and skills in all of the following   
  except 
 

a. Campaign development 
b. Audience analysis  
c. Risk assessment  
d. Risk management 

 
 
 
________ 36.  In 2017, Faith was matched with a trained black labrador retriever named  
  Prim. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. matched with a trained black labrador retriever named Prim. 
c. matched with a trained black labrador retriever named Prim. 
d. matched with a trained black labrador retriever named Prim. 

 
 
 
________ 37.  What type of campaign would be most effective at persuading the local  
     community to reduce their use of single-use plastics?  
 

a. An educational campaign 
b. A social marketing campaign 
c. An informational campaign 
d. An advertising campaign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A
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A
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________ 38.  Funds from the feeding operation are used to cover the cost of feed and vet care.  
 The remaining revenue is split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA 
 jackets, travel and competition fees. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 
c. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 
d. split between the chapter expenses, such as FFA jackets, travel and 

 
 
 
 
________ 39.  When using an exclamation point (!), which of the following guidelines is  

advised?   
 

a. Use to avoid undue animosity 
b. Avoid overuse 
c. Place a space before the exclamation point 
d. Exclamation points can be used in place of semicolons  

 
 
 
________ 40.  Which of the following is correct?  
 

a. The Davis College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised their 
tuition. 

b. The Davis College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised its’ 
tuition. 

c. The Davis College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised there 
tuition. 

d. The Davis College of Agriculture & Natural Resource Sciences raised its 
tuition. 

 
 

 
 

________ 41.  When a writer’s opinions, prejudices, and/or bias are allowed to enter a story, it is  
                         called__________.  

 
a. Editorializing 
b. Justification 
c. Defamation 
d. Jargon 
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________ 42.  “It’s a real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life than many  
 other school  experiences,” McPherson says. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life 
c. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life 
d. real-life scenario, one that will take them farther in life 

 
 
 
________ 43.  Which file format is not typically displayed in a web browser? 
  

a. PSD 
b. SVG 
c. GIF 
d. PNG 

 
 
 

________ 44.  Life is sweet for Pulaski FFA Alumna Kaelyn Sumner. The 21-year-old  
  beekeeper from Wisconsin was crowned the 2024 American Honey Queen and  
  travels from state to state advocating for the beekeeping industry and  
  encouraging people to consume honey. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. Life is sweet for Pulaski FFA Alumna Kaelyn Sumner. 
c. Life is sweet for Pulaski FFA Alumna Kaelyn Sumner. 
d. Life is sweet for Pulaski FFA Alumna Kaelyn Sumner. 

 
 
 

________ 45.  Which type of marketing is focused specifically on the end-user?  
 

a. Direct Marketing 
b. Digital Marketing 
c. Targeted Marketing  
d. Effective Marketing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B
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V 

A

V 
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________ 46. Faith graduated from West Texas A&M University with a degree in Animal  
          Science and was recently accepted to Texas Tech University School of  
          Veterinary Medicine. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. Faith graduated from West Texas A&M University with a degree in Animal 

Science 
c. Faith graduated from West Texas A&M University with a degree in Animal 

Science 
d. Faith graduated from West Texas A&M University with a degree in Animal 

Science 
 
 
 
________ 47.  The process of creating and marketing a brand is called________.  
 

a. Marketing 
b. Promotion 
c. Branding 
d. Selling  

 
 
 
________ 48.  Rio Rico FFA member Jesus Mohinea has a part-time job at a local cattle 
 ranch and understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 
c. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 
d. understands what it takes to get beef from farm-to-table. 

 
 
 

________ 49.  What is the official abbreviation of a Web address? 
 

a. HTML 
b. HTTP 
c. ORG 
d. URL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B

V 
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________ 50.  “I want to be a voice of encouragement to anybody whos wanting to run for an  
  officer position, show an animal or even take an agriculture class,” she says.  
 

a. The sentence is correct as written. 
b. encouragement to anybody whos wanting to run for an officer position, 
c. encouragement to anybody whos wanting to run for an officer position, 
d. encouragement to anybody whos wanting to run for an officer position, 
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