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SENATOR BILL FRIST HEADLINES RECORD-BREAKING TENNESSEE STATE FAIR FFA
HAM BREAKFAST

11th Annual Event Raises a Record $250,000 as Grand Champion Ham Auction Brings
$89,000

Lebanon, Tenn. - Former U.S. Senate Majority Leader Senator William H. Frist, MD, joined
Tennessee Future Farmers of America (FFA) members and agricultural educators for a keynote
conversation as the 11th Annual Tennessee State Fair FFA Ham Breakfast, presented by Farm
Credit Mid-America, raised a record $250,000.

Frist led the keynote conversation alongside Tennessee FFA State Sentinel Baylea Walton of
Covington FFA and Steve Stephens, Hendersonville FFA advisor and president of the
Tennessee Association of Agricultural Educators, with Tennessee FFA State President Emma
Hummer of Erwin FFA moderating the discussion. The panel explored agriculture, education,
service, stewardship and the responsibility of today's leaders to prepare young people to lead
Tennessee's future.

Drawing on Frist's experience in medicine, public service, education, conservation and
agriculture, the conversation highlighted the importance of investing in agricultural education
and developing the next generation of leaders. The exchange also gave Walton and Stephens
the opportunity to share perspectives from Tennessee's students and agricultural educators.

The Grand Champion Ham Auction also established a new event record, generating $89,000
through two winning bids. The two award-winning hams were produced by brothers Clayton and
Gannon Sanders, who earned top honors in the Tennessee State Fair Ham Show. Clayton is a
former FFA member, and Gannon is a current FFA member, both from the Wilson Central FFA
Chapter in Lebanon, TN.

Frist's support continued during the auction when he and his wife, Tracy Frist, purchased the
Grand Champion Packer-Style Ham for $42,000. The Grand Champion Country Ham sold for
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$47,000 to H&R Agri-Power and Catesa Farms. Both bids surpassed the $35,000 prices set at
the 2025 auction.

Together, the country ham and packer-style ham sales exceeded last year's combined auction
total by $19,000. The record-breaking auction helped propel the breakfast to its highest
fundraising total in the event's 11-year history.

“We are incredibly grateful for the extraordinary and ever-growing generosity of Tennessee FFA
supporters,” said Phillip Baker, chairman of the Tennessee FFA Foundation Board of Directors.
“Year after year, they continue to raise the bar, contributing more with every Ham Breakfast
because they believe deeply in our members and the future of Tennessee agriculture. Their
support is an investment in the young people who will lead our industry, strengthen our
communities and carry Tennessee agriculture forward.”

The annual breakfast is a signature gathering during the Wilson County - Tennessee State Fair,
uniting FFA members, agricultural educators, farmers, business leaders, elected officials and
supporters of Tennessee agriculture. Funds raised create leadership and career development
opportunities for FFA members statewide.

In 11 years, the Ham Breakfast has raised more than $1 million and grown into a defining
tradition that reflects the strength of Tennessee agriculture and its belief in the next generation.

About the Tennessee FFA Foundation

The Tennessee Future Farmers of America Foundation, Inc. raises funds and support for
student leadership programs, scholarships, awards and recognition. The Foundation helps
Tennessee FFA members achieve premier leadership, personal growth and career success
through agricultural education. Learn more at www.inffa.org. The Wilson County — Tennessee
State Fair continues through Saturday, August 22. For fair details, visit
www.wilsoncountytnstatefair.org.
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Photo Caption: Grand Champion Country Ham producer Clayton Sanders is joined by George
McDonald, owner of Catesa Farms; Wayne Hunt, CEO of H&R Agri-Power; members of the
H&R Agri-Power team; and the Tennessee FFA State Officer team following the record-setting
$47,000 purchase by H&R Agri-Power and Catesa Farms.
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Photo Caption: Grand Champion Packer-Style Ham producer Gannon Sanders is joined by
Senator William H. Frist, MD, Tracy Frist and the Tennessee FFA State Officer team following
the Frists’ winning $42,000 purchase at the 11th Annual Tennessee State Fair FFA Ham
Breakfast.
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Photo Caption: Tennessee FFA State President Emma Hummer moderates a keynote
conversation featuring Senator William H. Frist, MD, State Sentinel Baylea Walton and
Hendersonville FFA advisor Steve Stephens about agriculture, agricultural education, service
and preparing the next generation of leaders.



Photo Caption: Governor Bill Lee is joined by the Tennessee FFA State Officer team after being
recognized for his historic support of Tennessee FFA throughout his two terms as governor and
his lasting investment in agricultural education and future leaders.



